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Why  Railroad  Men  Can  Not  Afford  to  ' 
Vote  for  Free  Silver  Coinage. 


Because  the  passage  of  a free  sil- 
ver coinage  law  would  place  this  country 
on  a silver  basis. 

This  would  mean  that  all  values 
now^  measured  by  gold  would  then  be 
measured  by  silver. 

The  result  would  be  a great  ad- 
vance in  everything  which  you  have  to 
buy  for  yourselves  and  families. 

A barrel  of  flour  would  cost  $9  in- 
stead of  $4.50.  A ton  of  coal  $12  in- 

ft 

stead  of  $6.  Bacon  20  cents  per  pound 
instead  of  10  cents;  beef  and  mutton  25 
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to  30  cents^  instead  of  12^  to  15  cents; 
cofFee  50  cents  instead  of  25  cents;  tea 
80  cents  instead  of  40  cents;  a loaf  of 
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bread  10  cents  instead  of  5 cents;  and 
everything  which  you  need  would  be 
very  much  higher. 

You  would  have  to  earn  two  dollars, 
where  you  now  earn  one,  to  be  as  well 
off  as  you  now  are. 

This  you  know  would  be  impossible. 

The  steam  and  street  railway  com- 
panies cannot  raise  their  freight  and 
passenger  rates,  and  as  they  would  re- 
ceive only  silver,  they  could  pay  you  only 
in  the  same,  and  when  you  went  to  spend 
your  silver  dollars 
would  buy  only  half  as  much  as  they 
now  do. 

Not  only  so,  but  most  railroads  have 
obligated  themselves  to  pay  the  interest 
on  their  bonds  in  gold  and  as  they  would 


you  would  find  they 
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be  obliged  to  pay  a heavyv  premium:  for 
gold,  they  would  not  be  able  to  increase 
your  wages;  indeed  your  wages  might 
not  be  as  high  as  at  present. 

No  laboring  man  can  afford  to  re- 
ceive any  but  the  best  dollar  for  his  day’s 
work;  and  least  of  all  can  railroad  men 
afford  to  work  for  a dollar  which  would 
buy  only  fifty  cents  worth  of  food  and 
clothing. 

The  whole  argument  of  the  free 
silver  men  is,  that  free  silver  coinage 
would  advance  prices.  This,  of  course, 
means  that  it  would  cost  you  just  that 
much  more  to  live. 

Can  3'ou  afford  to  pay  twice  as 
much  for  the  necessaries  of  life  as  you 
now  do?  Do  you  want  higher  prices? 
Can  you  afford  to  vote  for  a 50-cent 
dollar  ? 
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